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SUBJECT: CHAMBER OF COMNERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES TRADE MISSION 
TO HANOI 

REF: MANILA 215 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH THE TRIP DESCRIBED IN REFTEL MR. ROSARIO 
DE LA CUESTA. SECRETARY OF TREASURY OF THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE (CCP), CALLED AT THE EMBASSY JANUARY 7 AND 
REQUESTED OUR ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING INFORMATION, ABOUT 
VIETNAM, WHICH WOULD BE HELPFUL TO THEM IN PREPARING FOR 
YOUR VISIT. INFORMATION REQUIRED: 1) STRUCTURE OF THE 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AFTER UNIFICATION WITH SOUTH VIETNAM. 

2) A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE VIETNAMESE ECONOMY TODAY. 3) 

WHO IN VIETNAM DECIDES ON QUESTIONS OF BUYING AND SELLING 
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AGREEMENTS WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES? 4) WHAT VIETNAMESE 
AUTHORITIES DECIDE ON FOREIGN EXCHANGE AT, LOCATIONS? 

5) WHAT KIND OF BANKING FACILITIES DO THE VIETNAMESE 
HAVE FOR FACILITATION OF TRADE? 6) WHAT TYPES OF 
PURCHASES CAN BE MADE ABROAD? 7) WHAT ARE THE VIETNAMESE 
EXPORT-IMPORT PRIORITIES? 8) WHAT ARE THE NUMBERS FOR 
IMPORTANT EXPORT-IMPORT STATISTICS? 9) WHAT ARE THE 
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POLITICAL NUANCES WITH REGARD TO VIETNAM TRADE WITH 
THE PHILIPPINES AND, IN PARTICULAR, WHY WOULD THE 
VIETNAMESE APPROACH THE PHILIPPINES FIRST WITH REGARD 
TO A TRADE MISSION TO HANOI AS OPPOSED TO APPROACHING 
ONE OF THE OTHER ASEAN COUNTRIES? 10) WHAT IS 
VIETNAM'S VIEW TOWARD ASEAN? IS IT SIGNIFICANT THAT 
A BILATERAL APPROACH WAS MADE TO THE PHILIPPINES 
RATHER THAN AN ASEAN APPROACH? 

2. COMMENT: MR. DE LA CUESTA SAID THAT IF WE COULD 
ASSIST HIM IN THE ABOVE HE WOULD MAKE AN EFFORT TO 
DEFRIEF THE EMBASSY THOROUGHLY ON ALL HIS OBSERVATIONS 
IN VIETNAM. EMBASSY BELIEVES WE SHOULD, ACCORDINGLY, 

MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO GIVE AS COMPLETE ANSWERS 
AS POSSIBLE TO THE INQUIRIES. WHILE EMBASSY CAN 
ANSWER TO MORE GENERAL AND POLITICAL QUESTIONS FROM 
RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT POST, WE WOULD APPREICATE 
DEPARTMENT PROVIDING TELEGRAPHICALLY PERTINENT INFOR- 
MATION CONCERNING VIETNAMESE ECONOMY AND TRADE POLICIES/ 
FACILITIES WHICH CAN APPROPRIATELY BE PASSED TO CCP. 
GUIDANCE AND COMMENTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND FROM 
OUR HONG KONG AND BANGKOK BASED VIETNAMESE SPECIALISTS 
WOULD ALSO BE APPRECIATED. AS THE PHILIPPINE TRADE 
MISSION PLANS TO DEPART DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF FEBRUARY, 
THE DEPARTMENT S AND HONG KONG'S RESPONSES NEEDED AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. SULLIVAN 
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